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$350,000

Approved

Agency:  Commerce, Community and Economic Development
Grants to Municipalities (AS 37.05.315)
Grant Recipient:  North Slope Borough

Project Title: Project Type: New Construction and Land Acquisition

North Slope Borough - Tuzzy Library Expansion Project

State Funding Requested: $1,000,000 House District: 40 / T
One-Time Need

Brief Project Description:
The library is planning an expansion of approximately 3,400 SF of floor space and the necessary
furniture, fixtures, and equipment to make the space functional. 

Funding Plan: 
Total Cost of Project:  $6,900,000

Funding Secured Other Pending Requests Anticipated Future Need

Amount FY Amount FY Amount FY

Federal Funds $5,170,000 2009

Local Funds $800,000

Total $5,970,000

Detailed Project Description and Justification:
This plan includes: 1) an expanded children’s room; 2) space to meet the needs of the older children and teenagers; 3) an
archival room with state-of-the-art storage for the preservation of cultural resources; 4) provides staff with work space and a
staging area to support village library material processing and handling; and 5) an elder’s space and quiet study area.  This
project will expand the current library toward Ahkovak Street and also toward North Star Street.  This is of primary
importance because of the current lack of space for both materials shelving and programming space for younger users of
the library.

The Tuzzy Consortium Library is an integral part of the community of Barrow and the North Slope Borough.  This project is
being proposed to address the problems that have developed in the library since the building went into service in 1998. 
That year the library had 20,500 visitors.  Last year nearly 50,000 visitors entered its doors.  With this increased number, the
library is frequently overcrowded, shelves for books and resources are full to capacity and, most importantly, space for
children’s programs and archive materials storage is inadequate.  Access to information and culturally responsive resources
are necessary for developing the information infrastructure of a modern community.  The library provides essential cultural,
educational and socializing environments needed for the community to continue to flourish.  The need for more space is the
main obstacle to providing better and improved services to the inhabitants, villages, businesses and visitors of the Borough. 
The information in books, periodicals, videos, audiotapes, databases, maps and photographs housed in the library are
critically important for people to improve their wellbeing and educate themselves throughout their lives.

The library provides essential services.  The ability of the Borough to prioritize resources and plan effectively depends on
access to the vital data and cultural resources collected and cataloged by this institution.  The more information available
and the better organized and managed it is will allow for better decision-making and understanding.
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Project Timeline:
The project is already underway.  Current estimated completion is for March 2012.

Entity Responsible for the Ongoing Operation and Maintenance of this Project:
The North Slope Borough

Grant Recipient Contact Information:
Name: Rosanna Lemen
Address: PO Box 69

Barrow, AK 99723
Phone Number: (907)852-0467
Email: rosanna.lemen@north-slope.org

Has this project been through a public review process at the local level and is it a community priority? X Yes No
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